Role of IL-33/ST2 signaling pathway in systemic sclerosis and other fibrotic diseases.
Systemic sclerosis (SSc) is a complex autoimmune disease characterised by fibrosis of the skin and multiple internal organs. Interleukin 33 (IL-33) has recently been investigated as a potential key player in the pathogenesis of SSc and other fibrotic diseases, owing to its effects on tissue fibrosis. Understanding how IL-33 is regulated and how it contributes to the development of fibrosis will be important to elucidate disease pathogenesis and may shed light on new areas for therapeutic development for patients. Here we discuss the recent research progress in our understanding of the role and the underlying mechanisms of IL-33/ST2 signaling pathway in SSc and other fibrotic diseases.